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Aender Aimes 

 Ahoy Mates !  
 
 What a great way to celebrate the end of Summer and welcome in Fall  with the Early Childhood  
Collaboration Conference which was held September 22nd  & 23rd at Dixie State University. The 
theme,ķ Keep Calm and Sail On-  Helping Children Navigate their Worldķ was emphasized throughout 
the conference with amazing classes and exceptional speakers. We started off Friday with a ĶSail Away 
Provider nightķ. Our presenter was Hannah Rothlin a Mind Body Specialist at the LiVe Well Center from 
Dixie Regional Medical Center who helped us learn and practice important techniques for relaxation 
and dealing with stress! The night was topped off with a  treat from ZeppeĴs.  
 Saturday began early with registration, a warm welcome and inspiring keynote address by Nathan  
Cureton, teacher, author, and passionate speaker. His words were inspiring and motivational as he  
educated us with his knowledge and experience working with students and families. 
 Throughout the morning and then again after lunch, participants were able to choose classes and 
workshops dealing with a range of topics from Trauma Awareness, Math, Science, Music and Art, along 
with classes on Brain Science, Autism, Play, Understanding the Challenges of Early Childhood Behavior 
and many, many more. We appreciate the vast diversity of our presenters and are grateful for their time 
spent sharing with each of us at this conference. 
 Lunch was a busy time as we listened and participated in a Lunch-And-Learn with Keri Allred 
who is the Director Tri-Chair for the Utah Head Start Association. We were reminded of the importance 
of Advocacy and were able to share our own experiences with Ķmaking a differenceķ in the lives of the 
children we serve. Various vendors were available during the day and raffle items that are so  
generously donated each year were a huge success as always. 
 The afternoon air began to cool as the conference concluded and we watched many happy and  
re-energized, motivated childcare providers and teachers leave with great ideas, new concepts and fun 
memories of this yearĴs Early Childhood Collab-
oration Conference.     
 As a Care About Childcare staff, we would 
like to thank all those who helped in any way to 
make this conference possible. We are grateful 
to you and to everyone who participated and 
hope to see you next year! Thank You for your 
dedication and continued service and  
remember to ĶKeep Calm and Sail Onķ as you 
continue to ĶHelp Children Navigate Their 
Worldķ.   ?T))4W 9TQQ%!W H/!,$T*%!W D!#T*W 
B%)W ET/$T*W P%T*TS 
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The new website address is http://urpd.usu.edu 

and the new email is now urpd@usu.edu. Mailing 

address and phone numbers remain the same. 


